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Foreword

here is nothing that bears the stamp of

Eastern Orthodox Christianity in this world

that has so quietly and at the same time so
powerfully touched modern Western man as the
ICON. Therefore, we are not surprised but rather
joyful with the idea of publishing a book like this
in the West. For this purpose, I decided to briefly
describe two events/images from my life, which
revealed to me how unimposing and gentle is the
power that softly and invisibly descends on us
from the frescoes on which the Most Holy Mother
of God is painted.

Picture one. I talked to an angry man a long
time ago. In the middle of our conversation, which
exuded his anger and arrogance, suddenly and
unexpectedly my interlocutor changed his tone
and began to speak softly and with some sadness:
“Everything in the Church disgusts me,” he said
and continued immediately, “the only thing that
softens me and reminds me that there is some-
thing beautiful and good in there is that image of
a woman carrying a small child in her arms.” I was
shocked by his words, and then I brought him a
small icon of the Mother of God with Christ. He
took the icon in his huge hands and stared at it,
and for a moment, [ saw a completely different,
gentle, and calm man in front of me. I could never
forget thatimage and that event, which took place
there, before my eyes.

Picture two. When we were doing archeological
excavations in the TvrdoS Monastery, one morning
I went down to pick up a stone from the rubble,
which was created by blasting the monastery in
1694 (the monastery was demolished by the Ve-
netians in the war with the Turks, since it was an
important fortress). I picked up the stone, which
had been lying there in the ground for 300 years,
and when I turned it towards me, I saw in vivid

NpearoBsop

€ NMOCTOJM HMLLUTA LUTO HOCK MeyaT NCTOYHOr

npasocaaBHoOr XxpuwhaHcTBa y 0BOM CBUje-

Ty @ LUTO Je Tako TUXO W yjeJHO TaKo CHaXKHO
JOTaK/0 caBpeMeHOor 3anajHor Yosjeka Kao LITo
Je To MKOHA. Otysa He uyau, Hero Hac pagyje
naeja Aa ce o6jaBu jefHa oBakBa Khura Ha 3ana-
Ay. 3a OBY MPWIMKY OANYYMO CaM Aa Yy Hajkpahem
onvwem Aga forahaja, ABuje CanKe 13 CBOT XMBO-
Ta KOje Cy MW OTKpW/e KOJIMKO Je HeHaMeT/bBa Y
TMxa MOh LWTO ce 651aro 1 HeBUA/LMBO CMyLUTa Ha
Hac ca ppecaka Ha KojuMma Je xunBonmncaHa lNpecse-
Ta boropogunua.

Cnuka npsa. Hekaga faBHO pa3srosapao cam
ca JeAHVM o0310jeheHnM YoBjeKoM. Ycpes Haller
pa3roBopa, Koju je 04Mcao HeroBoMm cpLIbom 1 apo-
raHumjom, U3HeHaza 1 Heo4YeKkBaHo, MOJ caroBop-
HVIK Je MPOMMJEHNO TOH 1 NOYeo Aa roBopu 6aaro
1 c HekoM cjeToM: ,,CBe MU ce y LipkBu ragun”, pekao
je n oamax HacTaBuo, ,JeMHO LLTO Me pasHexu 1
NnoAcjeTn Ha TO Aa MMa HeLTo Anjeno n Jobpo y
H0J JecTe Ta C/IMKa XeHe Koja HOCK Maso aguvjetey
Hapyu)y.” BMo cam LWOKMpaH HerosBnmM pujeymma,
a NoToOM cam MY /IOHMO JeHy Many UKoHy boropo-
Anue ca XpyCToM. Y3e0 je MKOHWLY Y OfPOMHe py-
Ke 1 3arnejao cey wy, a Ja cam 3a TPpeHyTak npej
cob6oM BMANO CaCBMM Apyror, 6naror n cMmpeHor
yoBjeka. Hnkaga H1Mcam morao 3abopasuTi Ty CIn-
Ky 1 Taj forahaj, Koju ce 3610 Ty, Npej MOJUM ourMa.

Cnuka ppyra. Kaga cMo paguam apxeonoLuka
nckonasaka y MaHactupy TepoLu, jegHora Jytpa
caMm ce crnycTmo ja noAnrHem KameH 13 LwyTta Koju
Je& HacTao MUHMpaweM MaHactupa 1694. rogmHe
(MaHacTnp cy MyuHUpanu MnevaHwn y paTty c Typum-
Ma Jep Je 1o BaxHa yTBpAa). Moaunrao cam kameH
KOJU Je Ty, Yy 3eMJbl, Niexkao paBHo 300 rogmHa, v
Kag, CaM ra okpeHyo Ka cebu, yrneaao cam, y >KMBmM
60jaMa 1 NyHy XMBOTa U MUAOCTK, Gpecky (dpar-
MeHT) ¢ imkom Majke boxwje, Koja onnakyje n go-



Foreword, Bishop Grigorije

colors and full of life and grace a fresco (fragment)
with the image of the Mother of God, mourning
and touching with Her face Her crucified Son and
our God. That moment was so unusual and full of
joy that I could not describe it in words. It was an
event that marked the resurrection of a centuries-
old abandoned monastery. Hearing about that,
Bishop Atanasije constantly repeated, as a kind
of prayer full of hope, these words: “The Mother
of God loves us!” This was not only the beginning
of the renewal of TvrdoS but also of our hardened
hearts. Since then, it has constantly been buzzing
through our minds that the Mother of God loves
us. We looked at this figure, who mercifully caress-
es the merciful Savior, and so we ourselves began
to feel MERCY. Therefore, if | had to summarize the
meaning of this book in one short sentence, then
that sentence would undoubtedly say to every-
one—whoever opens this book and whoever they
may be—we should say: MOTHER OF GOD LOVES
YOU, and that means that God himself loves you.

By scrolling through this book and looking at
the most beautiful frescoes of our ancient mon-
asteries, we are taught one unusually important
truth, and that is that the incomprehensible and
indescribable God became man by settling in the
womb of the humble girl Mary. Also, that there,
below her heart, a miraculous and indescribable
meeting between the immortal and the mortal
took place, and thus immortal transformed the
mortal into the immortal. A miraculous secret to-
wards which it is best to travel gazing into the face
of the Mother, whose eyes are fixed on the Face
of God.

With gratitude for this endeavor, I enclose this
humble testimony as a small token to the hard-
working people and missionaries responsible for
creating this book. Blessed is that work as the West
is blessed as well as the East, as well as the North
and the South are blessed by God’s blessing.

Bishop of Dusseldorf and All Germany
Grigorije (Duri¢)

lpegiosop, Eauckod lpuiopuje

AVpyJje CBOJUM NMLIEM NIVILLe CBOra pacreTora CMHa
n bora Hawera. Taj TpeHyTak je 610 TONNKO Heobun-
YaH 1 NyH pajoCTu a ra pyjeymma H1cam y ctamy
onucaTtu. buo je To gorahaj Koju Je 03Hauno BacKkp-
cerbe BMjeKOBMMa 3aMycTjenor MaHactupa. HysLm
3a To, Bnajuka AtaHacuje Je HenpecTaHo MoHa-
B/bao, KA0 HEKY MOMINTBY NyHY Haje, OBe pujeyn:
»Bonn Hac Majka boxujal” To Hmje 61o camo nove-
Tak o6HoBe TBpAoLLa Hero 1 TBPAOKOPHMX CpLia
Hawx. O Taja Je cTanHo 6pyjano Kpo3 Halle yMo-
Be TO fa Hac Bosn Majka boxwuja. neganu cmo y
Taj MK, KOJU CAMUIOCHO MUyje munocTueor Cna-
ca, Te CMO Tako 1 MW caMmu noyenu ocjehatn MA-
JNNOCT. Crora, ako 6ux MOpao y JefHo) KpaTkoj pe-
YeHNLM caxeTu CMUCAo OBe KrbUre, oHAa 61 Ta pe-
YeHKL,a CBaKako rnacuia fa cBakoMme - Ko roj ja
OBY KHUTY OTBOPU 1 Ma KO FOZ, OH Aa je - Tpeba aa
Kaxxemo: BOJT TE MAJKA BOXWJA, a To nak 3Hauu
Ja Te Bonu cam bor.

Ninctajyhu oBy kkbury u rnegajyhun Hapbenie
dpecke HaWMX ApPeBHUX MaHACTMpa, Noy4yaBamo
ce JelHO) HeOB6NYHO BaXKHO) UCTUHW, a TO Je Aa Je
HecM|ecTVBU 1 Heonncmem bor nocTao YoBjek cmje-
CTUBLUN Cce y yTpoby cmumpeHe gjeBojke Mapuje. U
Ja Je Ty, NCNOJA HEeHOT CpLa, AOLLUNO 0 YyAecHOor 1
HeonucMBor Aoavpa n3meny 6ecMpTHOr 1 CMPTHOT,
Te jia Je Tako 6ecMpTHO Npeobpasnsio N CMPTHO Y
6ecMpTHO. YyjecHa TajHa Ka KoJo) Je Hajbosbe ny-
TOBaTW 3arnejaH y nuue Majke, ynjm nornes He-
Tpemuue rneaa nuue bora.

Y3 6narofapHoCT 3a 0Baj NOAYXBaT, Mpuaxem
0BO CKPOMHO CBJeJJo4aHCTBO Kao Mano ysjapje
nperaowuMma 1 MMCMOHapPMMa 3aCNy>XKHUM 3a HacTa-
HaK oBe Krbure. bnarocioBeHo Je To Ajeso, Kao LTo
Je 6bnarocnoBeH 1 3anag jegHako kao Vctok, n kao
WwTo cy bnarocnosom boxmjum 6narocnoserHu Cje-

BEp U Jyr.

Ennckon Ancengopda n Hemauke
lpuropwje (Qypwh)

MileSeva, the Annunciation,
detail: the Mother of God, 1222-1227

MwuneweBa, bnarosecTtu,

10 AeTtasm: Boropoguua, 1222-1227.









The Mother of God
—the Icon of

a Supreme
Freedom

The Theotokos in Orthodox
Theology and Devotion

Bishop Maxim (Vasiljevic)

It is with justice and truth that we call
holy Mary the Mother of God;
for this name embraces the whole mystery
of the Economy of salvation.
Saint John Damascene

n the history of the Bible and the life of the
:I: Church, there is a historical example that repre-

sents the most extraordinary way of accepting
God's will, affirming human freedom, and revers-
ing the course of humankind. This is the example
of the Holy Virgin Mary, a young Hebrew woman
and—the Mother of God. In this person’s life and
behavior, the Church has seen the expression of
multiple gifts of the Holy Spirit and the most excel-
lent form of human self-transcendence and ec-
static love.

Looking from the outside, she was an unknown
Jewish teenager who lived a pure life in Nazareth,
a historic city of Lower Galilee, two thousand years
ago. However, her way of life had a deeper mean-
ing, and, in her attitude, a more profound reality
and a hidden truth were uncovered. Suddenly, in
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boropoguua
- MKOHa
BpPXYHCKe
cnob6ope

Majka boxcuja y GpagocanagHoj
(weos0luju u GodoxHoOCWU

Ennckon Makcum (BacubeBuh)

lpasusHo u UCUHULLO MU
Ceettly Mapujy Hasusamo bolopoguyom;
Jep o ume cayurbaea csy
tmajHy gomoctlipoja ciacersa.
CBeTu JoBaH [lamackuH

ncropun brubnnje n xmeoTy Lipkee noctojm
ymcmpmcm npumep Kojv npeacTas/ba Hajys-
BULLEHWN|N HaYMH NpuxBaTaka boxu)e Bosbe,
notephuBara /byacke cnoboje U NpeokpeTana
Kypca yosedaHcTtBa. To je npumep CeeTe [leBuue
Mapwuje, mnage Jespejke 1 - Majke boxuje. Y xnso-
TY 1 eTocy OBe JIMYHOCTU LipKBa Je Buaena nspas
BULLECTPYKNX fapoBa Ceetora [lyxa 1 HajusBpc-
Hujer 06/1MKa JbyACKOT CAMOHaAMMaXeHa U ekcTa-
TNYHe /bybaBu.
Cnosba rnefaHo, oHa Je 6una HenosHaTa JeBpe)-
CKa TUHejLlepka Koja Je npe ABe XWbaje rogmHa
KMBena YNCTUM XMBOTOM Yy Hasapety, ncropwvj-
ckoMm rpagy Aowe fannneje. MehyTnm, heH HauMH
XWBOTa MMao Je fyb/be 3HaueHe Ny heHOM CTaBy
OTKpMBEHa Je fyb/ba CTBAPHOCT 1 CKPUBEHa UCTU-
Ha. HajegHowm, y [ManectHu, y NpBOM BEKY, OHa Je



